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HAT he has been a Trader in this City near Forty Years ; > 
during which Time, few private Men have Exported more of the : 
Wollen Manufacture and Products of theſe Kingdoms, or have 

been greater Encouragers of the Britiſh Navigation, he having 

been ſole, and Part-owner of no leſs than Fourſcore Britiſh Ships ; that 

in the laſt Eight Years only his Exportations have amounted to above 

Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds, and during this long and Extenſive 
Commerce he never was engaged, or any way Acceſſory to any Clan- 
3 to the prejudice of the Fair Merchant, or defrauding 

the Publick. 


That it having been reported, that he had ſent Abroad ſeveral Quan- 
tities of Bullion; to the great Prejudice of this Kingdom, he can prove 
that for ſeveral Years laſt paſt his Importations of Gold and Silver have 
amounted to above Four times the Value of what he has Exported ; for 
upon Inſpection of his Books it appears; that in the Eight laſt Years he 

R Exported no more than Seventy Thouſand Eight Hundred and Thirty One 
Pounds Twelve Shillings and Three Pence, and that he Imported within 
the ſame time Two Hundred Ninety Four Thouſand Five Hundred 
Seventy Pounds. 


That he has upon all Occaſions ſhewed his Zeal for the Publick, by 
employing the utmoſt of his Fortune and Credit for their Service, abroad 
in their Exigencies (when others Cautiouſly withdrew) — by 
ſubſiſting the Priſoners. in Spain, after the Battle of Almanza, as alſo the 
Fleets and Garriſions in the Mediterranean, as is well known to the Treaſury, 
the Fleet, and the Army. | 


That he went into France in Auguſt, 1719. at which time he was poſſeſſed 
of an Eſtare of above Seventy Thouſand Pounds, before there was any 
proſpect of the late Scheme, and did not return till the Thirtieth of 
March following, ſo that the South-Sea-Scheme was both projected, and 
the Bill paſt, in his abſence. | | 


In the Beginning of April he Oppoſed in a Court of Directors the Ten 

r Cent, Dividend in Stock ; when he was told that his Judgment was 
prejudiced by the late Proceedings in France, but that their Engliſh-Scheme 
was of a different Nature. That he was not preſent till the Twenty Second 
of April 1720. in the Committee of Treaſury, and, tho' one of that Commit- 
tee, was chiefly concerned and employed in Tranſacting their Buſineſs upon 
the Exchange, in the Way of Drawing and Remitting, before which time the 
Affair of taking in Stock was over, and to which he was no ways Privy. 


| | Neither 


Neither was he ever Concerned or Employed in Buying or Selling Stock 
for the Company's Account, but his Extenſive Correſpondence abroad, obli- 
ged him and Company (as Merchants to Buy and Sell conſiderable Parcels 
of Stock by Commiſſion, and whiich till this late Unhappy Turn of Affairs 


has always been regarded as a Singular Advantage to the Publick Funds. 


He is ready to produce Unconteſted Proofs that he never made uſe of his 
Correſpondents Names, 'or any feigned Name, ro Conceal or Colour any 
Stocks of his own ; and he was ſo far from Adviſing and Encouraging the 
Foreigners to ſell out their Stocks, that on the contrary, when he had 
Orders ſo to do, he has inſtead of diſpoſing of them to others, often loaded 
himſelf wich their Stocks at High Prices, by which he has been a Great 


Loſer, having now near three time as much Stock as he had in Auguſt 1719. 


That he was wholly Ignorant of the Grounds of the -Soath' Sea Com- 
pan a Scheme, or any Fraudulent or Corrupt Deſigns in Carrying it on; 
and has been fo far from making any Private Advantage to himſelf 
thereby, that his Eſtate is now leſs than it was in Auguſt, 1719. 


He was ſeveral Years one of the Directors of the ſaid Company, and 
never had any Miſmanagement laid to his Charge ; and was Choſe this laſt 
time Two Years before this Scheme was fet on Foot, therefore could not 
have any View of enriching himſelf by it. | | 928 . 


He has had the Misfortune of ſeveral Aſperſions induftriouſly tho' unde- 
ſervedly caſt upon him, which he can prove to be entirely Falſe and 


 Groundleſs: However is Apprehentive they have already made ſome Im- 


preſſions to his Prejudice. 


Ups bi Coir be nh ſhe Kenſeth .- ute 


nr ings, es i. ian, Ge, a 


aug ©1429umT 


WS 3 ASV 9 ul. 


